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the Empreſs Queen, the Kings 
% France and Spain, and their 
principal Allies, with reſpect to 
their Olo, the eſſential Advau- 
lage of their Crowns, and their 
Conſcience, betrayed in the Fre- 
' Immmary Articles, ſigned at 
- Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. 


MAAC HE preſent Situation of the French 
bs => and Span; Monarchies happens 
do be the moſt glorious, they have 
(cen for many Years. Circum- 
- ftances are now deciſive with reſpect to theſe 
Crowns; and if Negotiations do not com- 
plete what their Arms have commenced, 
they are for ever undone; a diſadvantage- 
dus Peace would only render them extreme» 
ly unhappy in the midſt of their moſt ſplen - 
did Triumphs. 2 


1 
1 


06) 
The Copies of the Preliminary Arti- 


oa hitherto handed about, have thrown 


alt true Frenchmen and Spaniards, and 
ſuch Foreigners as are attached to thoſe 
Crowns, into the utmaſt Canſternation. 
Vain are the Endeavours that have been, 
and ſtill are, made to quiet us, by means 
of the flattering Term of a glorious Peace; 
rhoſe who are more attentive to Things 
than Words, cannot diſcern the Jeaſt. Shadow 
of Glory in a Peace, in which they find 
. neither actual, future, nor ſolid Advantage. 
On the contrary, they. ſee nothing but che 
Source of future Broils and War in which 


Sicilies, and their Allies, will be ſo much 
the leſs capable to maintain their Ground, 
as thęir moſt implacable Enemies will be 
enabled to attack them: hercafter to an Ad- 
vantage, if theſe Preliminary Articles ptove 
true, and unleſs there be ſome Method taken 


to modify them at leaſt, in their execution. 


I am 1 indeed to think, for the 


Honour of a certain Miniſtry, that theſe 
Articles are fictitious, or that they are ac- 
companied with others, in which ſome real 
Advantages have been ſtipulated in fayaus 
of the Crowns of France and Spam, the 
Knowledge of which our Minifters have 
Fought proper to conceal, for a while, 
from 


the Crowns of France and Spain, the two 1 


„ 

trem the Public.” But as the Es pedilon 
with which this firſt Draught of we Peace 
has been ſigned, may give room to preſume” 
they had not time to weigh all its Con- 
fequences; that the — which habe 
been made publie, tho different in Arrange- 
ment, agree nevertheleſs in reſpect to the 
Subſtance of their Deciſions; and in fine, 
that ſeveral Things which perhaps eſcaped 
their firſt Reftexions, may de till eaſily recti- 
fred in the Definitive Treaty; I ſhall therefore 
only point out fome Heads which to me 
a deſerving of a more particular Con- 
federation of the Miniſtry, ro whom rhe 
whole Glory or Blame of this moſt mnnpor- 


tant Negotiation Ty * de NF af 
cribed. 

The Subject 1 love before me, very nearly . 
concerns the real honoar of the Princes of 
the Houſe of Bourbon, and the Intereſt of 
my Country; it is therefore fo engaging; = 
with refpe& to a Heart fincerely devoicd to 
both, that every other Conſide ration mirtk 
give way; and 1 hope that no one, but tcaſt 
of all you, Sir, -whom'the King has raiſed 
to the higheſt Dignities, and loaded with 
Favours, will condemn the Liberty I take. 
to point out in this ſhort Memorial," the Iu- 
conveniences of this Syſtem of vain and fa ſe 
: Glory, on the Part of the Court of Ver. 


ſailles, 


| — ſmce the Commencement of this 


(6) 
failles, with which ſome People pretend to 
colour the pretended Preliminary. Anides 
ſigned the 3oth of April, 1748. 

My Country I love, as the place of my 
Nativity; my King, for the perſonal Fa- 
vours with which he has honoured me: A 
Zeal therefore ſo pure and ardent as mine 
cannot lie ſtill, when it ſees thoſe Intereſts 
ſo ſacred, ſo dear, not only in danger, but 
e ſacrificed. 2 

Tis therefore of the utmoſt. Confes 
quence, and even to the Advantage of the 
Nations allied againſt the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, an Advantage which conſiſts in ſet- 
tling between them and this Houſe, a ſolid 
Peace, a ſincere and perfect Reconcilement ; 
'tis to the Advantage, I fay, of thoſe Na- 
tions, and of the Courts that direct them, 
to prevent the Heads of this potent and 
auguſt Houſe, from having ever any Occa- 


| Gon to repent, in their critical Moments 
of Reflection, the immenſe Sacrifices they 


Arte inclined to make for the ſake of Peace, 


through their Moderation and natural Mag- 


nanimity. A Peace too n brd 
can never be durable. Ne 


'F * been 105 down 4 as a 888 
Article of the Peace, That all the Con- 


ar, 


TY 


Mar, as well in Eutope as'in the Eaſt and 
Weſt:Indies, muſt be reſtored on both Sides. 
After having agreed with regard to the 
eſſential Part of thoſe mutual Reftitutions 
in the Preliminary Convention, may it not 
be a Subject of Examination in negotiating 
the Definitive Treaty, whether in theſe 
Reſtitutions there be not a gteat,” nay an 
immenſe -Diſproportion ? Does the Reſti- 
tation of Cape Breton, how Important ſo- 
ever we may ſuppoſe that Place; deſerve to 
be ſet in competition with ſome Conqueſts - 
made by the French over the Enghſh, even 
in America, in the Commencement of the 
"War; and with others made towards its Cloſe 
in the Eaff- Indies? Does it" merit to be 
compared with Auſtrian and Dutch Flan- 
ders, with the Harbour of Antwerp,” with 
Bergen op- Zoom, Maſtricht, and tlic other 
Towns of Dutch and Auſtrian Brabant, 
with the conquered Diſtricts of the Coun- 
ties of Namur and Hainault, and with the 
Town and Tertitory of Tournky 2 
If there be a conſiderable Diſprqpor- 
Kon (a Peint which is beyond all DiC- 
pute) between tlie Keſtitution France is to 
make on one fide, and England on the 
other, the Exceſs of this exorbitant Pif⸗ 
proportion, 'ought to turn out, either in 


ine Whol * "OE Purſuant to the Prin- 
© ciples 


Frontiers? ta 


ciples of the Laws of. Nature and War, to 
the Advantage of the N Sie that has the 


grep ca eb ee et 184A 
20a laren . 10 2 114715 
* 


Y ” it = the Crown, of eels ry oe en- 
g Sir ef nr the Netherlands, either 

Aer the Queen of Hungary, or of 
—_ prince whatſocyer, were he even a 
Prince, .for. hom our Court deſigned,, or 
to wh om. it had alfeady given, a Daughter 

of F ac in Marriage, without excepting 
out of this Reſtitution, which the Preli- 
minary Articles repreſent, as general, ſome 
particular. * Aline which, without conſi- 
derably. extending the ancient Limits. of the 
French. Monarchy, ate nevertheleſs indiſ- 
enſably. eee for che eee of 2.8 
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Jo Ts 8 ufficient 10 have «delivered, 
by virtue of the Preliminary A* 


tides, Bars nn of - the Treaty. M 
Utrecht on the Land Side, unleſſ it be 
freed : At 4 ſame time towards the Sea, 
Delivery of this kind would be as fi ingular 
as imperfect. Were the Reſtraints laid upon 


Hip e to be. * ey Tight 


£ of « 


- FS} 
Revs 48h Pfretert for Complaints; dete 
Complaints might farniſh Occaſton for ne 
Hoſtihties; and Hoſtilities' wodld' infallibl 
Kindieup afreſh War, cithet by Seca, or in tg 
Low Countries. It would Have been thete- 
fore proper to have removed forever thoſe 
Preterts, of Which ſo ha pence a Uſe was 
made in 1742, 1743, 174% in "certain Me- 
motiats; which the Frenc; Miniſtty ner never 
Gtight to forget. Now it is impoſſible to pte 
vent the Inconveniences thit may ariſe from 
theſe Pretexts, how frivolous ſoever we 
ſuppoſe them, unleſs the Fate of this Place 
be definitively: ſettled, hay, and unlths it 
be fill better covered by! he A bf = 
 Farnes and ee N 
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Re AN Gr. Meiers wirivge bein a as 
C1 ficient in whar they owe to the Se. 

cutify and national Intereſt of the Frenth E. 
Monarchy, neglect to procute a Batrier f 
its ancient Frontier: by he A. 
Mein, Tpres but eſpectatly', | rib ge Which 
for miny Ages Was in th "Potiefficn of tht 


. in fine, by keeping all thoſe Places 


17 


= 4 + % 


which'had been totn for Her by 1809 Mif⸗ 
fottunes of "the" Sani Wit: 
Neceſſary it is atſo to retain the Co ry 
of Namur, not ſo much to increaſe” the 
— B Deen 


1 -- © -% 6 „ 
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* ae. and his Crown. 


recovered by their juſt Arms, and of which 
_ ceſsful than juſt, than to amuſe themſelves. 
St. Hubert. Iſtud erat un, * aliud 


(16 ) 


Demeans of the Crown, which the King 


never aimed at, and leſs in the preſent, 
than in any other War, as to contain within 
the Bounds of the approaching Treaty, t the 
Sovereign who is to be re. inſtated or intro 
duced into the Netherlands, and a Repub- 
lic that has ſo flagrantly abuſed the Favours 
with which the King had conſtantly. ho- 
noured her, and Who has carried even to 
exceſs her Inſults and Ingratitude towards 


7 


P * 
* 
V. 


HE. $0 of this Crown, and the 

real Glory of the King, requires, that 
: 5 conquered Netherlands be not reſtored 
to any Power whatſoever, but upon Condi- 
tion that the reſtored Provinces ſhall return to 
the ancient Vaſſallage of the Monarchy, from 
which they were emancipated by the odious 
Treaty of Madrid. This would be ſerving 
both Maſter and Subjects in a more olori- 
ous and uſeful manner, by preſerving thoſe 
honourable Rights. which they have lately 


they had been ſtrippd by Arms more ſuc- 
with ſuch a trifling Affair as the Abbey of 


non omittendum. ins 
CT VI. 
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+ ele be dangerous to iu 4 at this 
junQure, as has been done on ſome 

ccaſions, and ſtill is ſurmiſed by thoſe 
who cannot conceive, that the Enemies of 
France could have extorted from her Mi- 
niſters ſo dangerous a Sacrifice as that con- 
tained in the pretended Preliminary Arti- 
cles; it would be dangerous, I fay, to in- 
fiſt on the Demolition of the Fortreſs ' of 


| Luxemburg, or upon the intire Acquiſition - 


of that Dutchy. The Germanic Body re- 
Ban; this Place as its only Bulwark on that 

rontier 3 conſequently it could not _ 
upon the Loſs of it with indifference; a 
Loſs that would infallibly produce Alliatices: 
mto which this Body Wt enter with as 
much Eagerneſs as Unanimity, to reſeue it 
again from Fr rance. 

But the keeping of Namur, Chatter 
Mons, Tournay, Ipres, Turnes, and New- 
fort, is as indifferent as the Loſs of thoſe 
Towns, to the Germanic Body. To re- 
tain a Part of Provinces already congyet- 
ed, is a much more natural means of ma · 
| king Peace, than to endeavour to negotiate 
new Acquiſitions, The firſt Method can 
be offenſtye to no-one; being Juſt, prudent, 
and expedient; the ſecond is ſubject to In- 

r * 


(- 13. 3 
conveniences, and cannot be uſed unleſs 
the Crown of France had occaſion, which 
it has not, to. be. diſſatisfied with the Ger- 


Manic Body; or the principal Courts of 
Germany were net. which probably. 
is far from being the caſe, to make ſpon- 
tancouſly ſo precious a, Sacrifice to this 
VER. ern 


YECURITY and Indemnity are Ob- 
jecds ſo eſſential to a Monarchy, that 
there is no loſing ſight of either in a Treaty 
of Pacification, without betraying even in, 
capital Points, the Confidence and moſt ſa- 
cred, Intereſts..of the People. Now thoſe 
Intereſts and Confidence would be evident- 
 Iy betrayed, were we to, reſign qurſelves 

without Precantion and Reſerve to. Nations, 
whoſe Jealouſy. and Hatred we muſt not ex- 
pect that even the higheſt Exceſs of Favours, 
or the moſt magnanimous Sacrifices, will 
ever be able to. extinguiſh. Tis not the 
ame with national Averſions, as with per- 
ſonal. Enmities. The latter may be ſoothed 
by Benefits; the, former have their Origin 
in Education and Blood, conſequently: are 
Eternal. Lo forego our preſent Advantages, 

Suu. ſecuring, our-Gountry, iam. the F. 
Ting it; would be teſtifying | 


G regard for. 
3.4 : ; it 


(43) 
it than for her Enemies; would be furniſh; 
ing them with the Means. of continually 
infulting it, the Means of renewing their 
Atracks to a greater Advantage, the 
19 870 in ine of ſooner or bates dener 


What Advantage. have. the Crowns of 
France and Spain gained, by ſacrificing to 
the Houſe of B runſwic-tHanover, another 
Houſe, which ought to have been dear to 
| 18 What has been the Fruit of all the 

Pays nce the Houſe of Bourbon has been at, 
o ſecure the Liberty andIndependence of tho 
United Pravinces, and to get them erected 
and acknowledged by all Eyrope as 4 So. 
vereign Republic > What Benefit have we 
had. from the advantageous Treaties of 
ommerce granted to che Dutch, in pre- 
judice to our own Country; from the Vi- 
gor with which, the Court of /er/ailies 
exerted, itſelf to. ſuppreſs the Offend Com- 
pany ;. and in fine, from the conſtant and 
diſtinguiſhed Regard which aur Court 
paid, both in Peace and War, to this Re- 
NE till the Year 1747 > All theſe Fa- 
yours contributed only. to procure Riches, 
to. thoſe Powers; Riches which, they have 
exhauſted, in order to ruin the Credit of 
the French, Crown in the North, to arm 
l of Europe againſt her, and to ex- 


terminate 


% 14” 
terminate in all Parts the Commerce ol 
France and Spain. _ 
_ - Vain would it be to flatter ourſelves with | 
the Hopes of gaining the Engliſ and the 
Dutch ; of perſuading them to embrace a 
different Syſtem of Politics with regard to 
France; or of changing their Hearts by a 
long Series of new Benefits: The Attempt 
would never ſucceed. 

God forbid 1 ſhould abſolutely condemn 
all Beneficence of this kind! I am con- 
vinced we ſhould' conſtantly practiſe it; I 
wiſh only it were attended with Precaution, 
and a Magnanimity conſiſtent with the Se- 
curity of our Country. In ſhort, I ſhould 
be glad that while we endeayour, by con- 
ſtant good Offices, to deprive theſe two 
Nations of the Inelination of hurting us, 
we deprived them, at the ſame time, of the 
Means, by incorporating with the Crown 
ſome Fortreſſes that formerly belonged to 
it, and which we have lately recoyered by 
the Superiority of our Arms. 

In vain ſhould we endeavour to cloak ſb 
capital a Neglect, by theſe frivolous Argu- 
ments: France ic ſufficiently ſtrong by the 
Weakneſs of her N. , 3 ſhe is in. 


vinciblè on her own Frontiers; her Ene. 


mies will not dare to attack her again 4 
n while ; ſhe has no occaſion to is 4 
ep 


” TRY; 
her Territories; a new Barrier - would 
only make the old one E. to decay; ſbe 


would be obliged to keep up. a greater 
Number of Troops in time of Peace; and 
the maintaining or repairing of ſo many 
Fortreſſes would be too great a Charge to 
the Royal Treaſury. . Theſe are ſuch 
wretched Pretexts for People of good 
Senſe, tine tis infinitely. ſurprizing any one 
ſhould propoſe to | build on ſuch palpable 


Abſurditics the Plan of a Pacification on 


which our Country's Fate depends. The 


neighbouring Powers, though weak at pre- 
ſent, may become very ſtrong in ten Vears. 
All they want is a good Adminiſtrationg ; 


which, rare as it is, cannot be ſaid to be 
imp oſlible. No Power ſhould flatrer itſelt 
wich the Notion of being invincible; tod 
much Confidence or Security has ruined 
the moſt flouriſhing Monarchies. France 
has a good Barrier; but we have à con- 


vincing Proof from the preſent War, that 
this Barrier may be forced; and the Fate of 


Arms being uncertain, tis very poſſible it 


may be forced with as much Facility as that 


of our Enemies in 1744, 1745, and 1746. 
The more this Crown weakens itſelf by 


Wars and uſeleſs Treaties, the more its im- 


vet 
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( 16 2 fe 
veral Viciſſitudes of War; the more theſe 
Viciſſitudes proved fatal to her, the more 
Alliances and Enemies ſtarted up to diſtreſs 
ker; the ſtronger ſhe is, the 2 ſhe will 


Have oecaſion to apprehend being inſulted. 


Tis far from being true that the Co 


of ſuch Towns as would form the new Bar- 


rier, muſt uin the Trade of the old one; 
the Revenues of cheſe new Towns, and 


their reſpective Territories reunited to the 
Crown, would be ſufficient,” if unapplied 


to ether Uſes, to maintain large Garriſons, 
to keep the Fortifications in good Order, 
and to make their Commerce floutiſh. 
Beſides, there cannot be a more pernicious 
Occonomy to France, than too great a Re- 
duction, in time of Peace, either in "We 


Army or W | 


ö IK ian of the Court er n emma 
in refuſing to be reconeiled to the 
Houſe of Bourbon, has been fatal to the 


: latter, without being of any manner of Ser- 


vice to the former. But to what muſt we 
attribute this Inflexibility ? To what, but 
to the Obſtinacy of the Maritime Powers; 
one of which eſſayed all poſſible Meaſures 
to continue the War, and render it gene- 


ral; 'Y and the other would never liſten to 


2 


017 3 
the repeated . with which tbe was 
ſalicited by the Houſe of Bourbon, to ren- 
der herſelf Arbitrattix of the Peace. Thus 
the War was carried on by means of their 
common Subſidies. But God has puniſhed 
this Inflexibility, by making it fall on its 
principal Authors. Would it be therefore 
rcaſonable, not withſtanding the Deciſions 
of Providence, which have been manifeſted 
ſo evidently in the latter Events of the War; 
that the Empreſs, Queen ſhould alone bear 
all the Weight and Puniſhment of this ſug» 
geſted. loflexibiliry,?. And would not this 
be the caſe in reſpect to that worthy Prin- 
ceſs, were the ance Nee e ie 
in the Preliminary Articles, to be literally 
executed Is it not proper to: ſoften her 
Fate by Execptions, Which might render 
this Reſtitution. of ſome Utility? This is 
the, only means of being perfeRly recon- 
ciled to her. A Reconciliation of this kind 
might be perpetuated by very eaſy means; 
and if there be any Method left, that can 
render the Intereſts of the Courts of Vienna, 
Verſailles, and Madrid, in reſpect to the Ne- 
therlands, henceforward inſeparable; would 
it not be proper to have recourſe to it in the 
general Pacification, tho it were to diſpleaſe 
ſome People. who are known to be as indo- 
lent And daſtarly Friends, as they are 2 
an 
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 Viciflitudes proved fatal te Her, the niore 
N Alliance ances and Enemies ſtarted up to diſtrel 


have oOecaſton to apptehend' being 


the 1 
Crown,” would be ſufficient.” if un 


| Nous of Bourbon, has been fatal to the 


TO Vieulitades: 4 War; \ he" tins theſe 


her; che ſtronget ſhe is, "the 1 mne wil 
inſulted. 
Tis Ar fron being true that the Oomn 


of ſuch Towns as would form the oy Bar“ 


rier, muſt tuin the Trade ef the old one; 
Keſeunes of theſe” gew, Towhz and 
relpeektbe Tetritories reumted to the 
Apes 


to other Uſes, to maintain large Garrifons; 
ts Keep the Fortifications in good Order er, 
and to make their Comtgeser Hburith. 
Beſides; rhere cannot be a more pernicious 
Occononry to France, than too great a Re: 
dug oh, in ige of Peace, either in the 
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HE pinks of is Curt of ne 
in refuſing” to be reconeiled to the 


latter, without being of any manner of Ser- 
vice to the Seiner. But to what muſt w 


ateribute this Inflexibiſity ? To What, but 


to the C Obſtinacy of the Maritime Powers: 
one of which eſſayed all poſſible Meaſttrei 


to continue the War, and rendet it gene 
ral 3. and' the other Would never liſten to 
the 


B43 3 | 

the repeated Inſtances with which ſhe was 
Enten by, the Houſe of Hounbon, to rene. 

er herſelf Arbitrattix of the Peace. Thus 
the War was carried on by means of their 
common Subſidies. - But God has puniſhed 
this Inflexibility, by making it fall on its 
principal Authors. Would it be therefore 
rcaſonable, notwithſtanding the Deciſions 
of Providence, which. have been manifeſted 
ſo evidently in the latter Events of the W ar; 
that the Empreſs Queen ſhould; alone bear 
all the Weight and Puniſhment of this ſug : 


therlands; hencefarward inſepatable would 
it not be proper to have recoutſe to itcin the 
ſome People. who are known to be as indo. 
lent and daſtarly Friends, as they are _— 
n an 


 t 9 
and violent FT Theſe Means ate 


notwithſtanding certain, natural, and law. 


ful, would eſe Courts bur try them in 
good « SOM: | 7 
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ELIGH ION; -mertikes ole! to a bade 
ſome place in a general Treaty of Pa- 
cification, as well as natural Prudence, tho 
the principal Matter relates only to tempo- 
_ ral Inteteſts. In conſequence of this Prin- 
ciple, ought we not to weigh even mere 
temporal Settlements with the matureſt 
Deliberation, when propoſed in Favout of 
a Power, who profeſſes a Religion different 
from that in which we glory, and which 
uu tend ſome time to the Prejudice of 
hat we think the beſt Perſuaſion? And 
f among various Regulations whereby i it is 
— to rectify the Preliminary Arti- 
eles, thete ſhould be luckily any one not 
ſubject to this Inconvenience, do not the 
firſt Rules of Chriſtianity inform us, , that it 
is preferable to any other? ob 


e e eee ee 
HO SE as are Friends to the Balance 
* of Power in Europe,” would be glad, 
and perhaps with ſome Appearance of Nes 
ſon, t to {ee our Miniſters take into their fe- 
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ſtitution 153 the . 1 N 304 Fig 
vinces of the Dutch, be not, tho an in 
direct, yet exorbitant Increaſe of Power in 
the Houle of Hanover: whether, the Junc- 
tion of the Father and Son-in-Law's Forces, 
produced by the Election of the Stadtholder, 
and the great Influence rhe Court of Lan- 


1 


don has acquired by means of this Election, 


over the Principal Reſolutions of the States» 


General, may not prove fatal to her Neighr 
bours as Well by Sea as Land; in ſhort, Wher 
ther, this Influence does not eftabliſh an uni- 
verſal Monarchy by Seca, by furniſhing the 
Enzliſk with the Means of, igyading the 


principal Branches of thi ommerce of the 


nited Provinces, and 
lowing them ==. 


1 * 


. 8 18 ſikewite of of M ET N dete 


ſolution taken in favour.of the hereditary 
Stadtholderſhip in the Female Line; hecauſe 
this Reſolution, ſo ſingular in everynreſpect, 
tends nat ſa much to introduce, as to per- 
petuate the Union of theſe Provincesʒ to fix 
their Sovercignty 1 in the Hauſe, of Naſſau, 
and to transfer it afterwards ta that of Ha- 
zo ver, . or Durlach; ry 
I | 1 c 


"7.8 


in enſibly ſwal⸗ 


to Procure a Revocation of the Re- 


1 
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In that Aſſembly. WT 


(20) 


the exorbitant abe of Power! in one of 


thoſe three Houſes, muſt tend only to te- 


duce the other Families of the Empire, and 


to excite in that Country moſt dangetous 
and inteſtine Wars, in Which all Europe 


would be obliged at Jengrh to take ſhare, 
Tis - indifferent, very indifferent to the 
World, Whether the Huteh have a Stadt- 
holder or not; whether the Prince of 
Naſſau be' their Stadtholder preferable to 
any one elſe; all this is a 197 — of too 


Fmall Impottance to merit being debated by 


x general C6ngreſs :* bur the Cale is .other- 
wiſe with reſp peck to the Preſervarign'df. the 


Liberty of Ne” United Provinces 5: this js 


nan Object in Which roo many Powers are 


concerned, not ro deſerve being nee 
XII. 
TIS therefore a matter of equal Con- 
ceœrnment to prevent the Nature and 


Form of the Republican Gove ernment, in the 
United Provinces; from being ſuby erted, in 
order to make room for an "arbitrary 0 


vernment, which, notwithſtanding its reſent 


Republican: Mask, beg ins daily to fin more 
graung, : 


A Reſolution 1 this kind: wear give a 


it e to the Weiß 85 the Houſe of 
* | Ws. 


Auſt ia, 


( ex ) 

e to renew theit anelent Claims to 
theſe Provinces and their Dependancies; hong 
caule it was neyer the Intent of the Kings of 
Spain to alienate their iglu of direſt and uſe- 
ful Dominion over them, but upon condition 
they ſhould be. erpcted into: a free Repuibs 
lic; much teſs:did- they deſign to make a 
Preſent of this Pominĩon: tb the Princes of 
the Houſe of Naſſau or their Poſterity, 
. arles IX, Henry I, - Henry IV. Lexis 
Ill, Lewis XIV, Lewis: NV. had no No- 
tin, no more than the Kings of Portugat, 

f favouring the Brection: and Preſervation 
of this Sovereignty, but upon conditidn it 
eternal y adhered to its Republican Governs 
ment, and that its Wealth and Poſſaſſions: 
as well in, tho old as new. Word, ſhould 
never devolve:to) their gapital Enemies: In 
fine, there is nota ſingle Neighbaur of thoſe 
Provinces, but ;has' a Right:to:challcagerhe 
Tawns', Fortreſſes, and Territories which 
this Republic has -extortell- from them? by 
different Treaties, und the pretend of 4 
Barrier, and which have bean ceded to rheciy 
only upon a Suppoſition they would al- 
ways continue in the Form of Government 
they were in; when thoſe: Freaties 11 
made. The raſon is, becauſe a pacifia a 
trading State is uſeful as e lh to its Neighs 
Wien as to 1 of the World; VIEW? 
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2. 2 me 
its Neighbourli6od grows dangerous, as ſoon 


ait becomes a aides" and abſolute Power. 


Beſides, were à Sovereign to make him- 
fol Maſter; of the Forces and Riches of the 
Republic, he would be ſure to lay Schemes 
of increaſing the Colonies and Commerce 
of his. Sabſects; which muſt (inevitably 
turn out to the Diſadvantage of Port. 
gal; Hain and France: ſure he would be 
likewiſc, to \favonr the clandeſtine Trade 


which: the Zelauders and their Confede- 


fates have always carried on to the 'Carac- 
cees: and elſewhere, contrary to' the Faith 
of Treaties: in ſine, were this Sovereignty 


to paſs from the Males to the Females of 


the reigning Line, the Houſe of Brande. 
burg, and other Families, would be de- 


ptived of their inconteſtable Rights to 


dme Demeans incloſed in the Territory 
of this Sovereiguty, which ouglit to de: 
volue to them, as well, by reaſon- of the 


Nature of thoſe Demeans, as by virtue of 


the Titles Which omiſe 4 Reyerſion of 


TT would. r Fi an i Adlon unwor- 
thy the Royal Majeſty and the Grandeur 


| of the Crown, an Action ir itſelf condu- | 


cive to make even remoteſt Peſterity, though 
* 2 unjuſtly, 


ta) 
unjuſtly, believe either that the:French Mi · 
niſtry are indifferent with reſpect to the 
moſt atrocious Inſults done to their Maſter, 
or elſe are ignorant of the true Point: of 

Honour; to proceed to the Reſtitution of the 
conquered Poſſeſſions of the Dutch, with- 
out having previouſly obtained a,public and, 
ſolemn Satisfaction for the Injuries and C- 

lumnies addreſſed even to the King himſelf; 
in ſeveral Writings, Speeches, and Paſqui- 
nades, in which his Majeſty: $Declarationsare. 
turned into Ridicule; in fine, in the moſt 
bitter and. inſulting Reſolutions, either. 
printed under the Inſpection and with the 
Privilege of the States or Towns; or pub 

liſhed, by the N e n 


71 . x 3 
8 > — ? * 
1 » 
7 
> 


[ _ bone withour | injuring; Ry moſt 
*crnfble manner, the ſacred Majeſty ofa - 
Monarch, Ae is the: moſt © Farbub Aly | 


- 


neſs. lo By as to point this 5 out, = 


15th of May, 1747, in a public Ceremony. 
on which the Stadthelder was introduced 


into the national Aſſemblies, under the in- 
jurious Expreſſions of an ambitious and 


Perf. 


2 — 
of 
Pn 


vated by thePublicneſs of the Impre 


ful Monuments of bis Joſt Vengeance to te- 


a 


fidious "Ne; Abou; who makes a Je 
7 Faith 05 the moſt facred br 7 


the moſt folemn Treaties? Was not the 


Heinouſneſs of this Inſült, alread 0s aggra· 

ion, Tritt 
much more heightened by the menacing Or- 
ders given to a News-Writer, to inſert the 
Word perſidious, for which he had left a 
Blank! Can ſuch an Injury be pardoned ? 
Would not its Impunity increaſe: the Ex- 


ample; and is there Blood enough left in 
the United Provinces to w aſh ir out, 
could it be expiated by nothing but Blood ? 


And yet theſe are the People who, in the 
pretended. Preliminary Articles, ate put 
upon a Level with the Cenoeſe; the People 
who are more favouręed than the King of 
Spain and the reſt of the Allies of France, 


at the very Time the King, by being Maſtcs 


of the two principal Keys of their Country, 
is in a Capacity of Rang the moſt dread- 


- — 9 


moteſt Poſterit. 1s 375 
And yet theſe TOS FORCE People, "whoſe 


Welfare the Negotiators of the Preliminary 
Articles ſcem to have more at heart; than 


the Intereſt of the er Vf geen, or 2 
Glogy of their own os 


8 
1774. 0 
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(25) 
DN 
"HE emden the Grand Dok 


| Robin; This Prince is extremely worthy 
of the Throne to which he has been raiſed; 
but ſince the French Miniſtry. grant him a 
Dignity they were not compelled: ta grant, 
might they not have contrived: to render 
ä him more pliable with reſpect to the Sove- 

reignty of the Order of the Golden Fleece, 
referred by the pretended Preliminary Ar- 


as Emperor, is founded on very good 


ticles to the ſubtle and uncertain -Negotia- 


tions. of a Definitive Treaty? If theſe Ar- 
ticles be true, what Conſtruction can the 
Court of Spain put upon ſo remarkable a 
Regard, which is here paid to the Emperor's 
Intereſts, in preference even to thoſe of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, with whom a Right is 
conteſted inſeparable from the Spanzyh Mo- 
narchy 3 a Right proviſionally ceded to the 
Emperot Charles VI. only in quality of 
King of Hain; a Right entirely and indi- 
viſibly ſecured to the King of Spain alone, 
by the Treaty of Vienna, in 1725. and 
which the Preliminary Articles would _ 
ann ee aud oh ot to WON, 


* 5 - LR” 0 * * s | 4 5 N 


(26) 
VI. 
HOULD' the preliminary Articles 
prove true, Spain would have as much 
Reaſon to complain, as if we had made a 
ſeparate Peace. She, to whom a Reſtitu- 
tion of the Iſle of Minorca or Gibraltar 
was offered, upon condition of agreeing to 
a Peace independent of France, would ſee 
| herſelf deprived of the Reward: ſhe might 
naturally expect from her Fidelity. She 
would ſce the Differences that firſt gave Oc- 
caſion to the War in 1738 and 1739, be- 
tween her and England, undecided in the 
Preliminary Convention, and referred to 
the Negotiations of a Congreſs, under a 
vague and frivolous Promiſe, that her Inte- 
reſts ſhould be there regulated on the Foot- 
ing of | ſuch Treaties as were moſt advan- 
tageous to this Crown, the Renewal of 
which would be undoubtedly attended with 
all the Solemnity that muſt render them 
eternally inviolable. But is there not Rea- 
fon to apprehend they would not be more 
ſcrupulouſiy obſerved, than they have been 
for the time paſt? No, no: The Reſtitution 
of Part Mahon or Gibraltar ſhould have 
been ſettled by the Preliminary Articles, 
and the American Diſputes might have re- 
ferred to the Definitive Treaty : And then 
every 


NS 


| 


(27 


every thing would be according to. MF 


cx3c}elt. Order and. 5 1 7749 


T. 8 the Oo of a great many, that 


the Pre-eminence. of the Imperial 
Crown, as well as that of France, Spain, 
and even of England, have been ſiruck at, 
by the late extraordinary Ceremonial in 
making the Plenipotentiaries enter the Hall 
of the public Conferences, by four or five 
different Doors; a Ceremonial which ad- 
mits the Miniſters of Genoa, Sardinia, Mo- 
dena, and Holland, to diſpute the Point 
of Precedency with the Miniſters of the firſt 


Houſes and Crowns of Europe; even with 
the Miniſter acknowledged as Imperial by 


all the other Miniſters of the Congreſs, ex- 
cept thoſe of the Houſe of Bourbon; even 
with the Miniſters of ſuperior Courts, with 
which they are either intimately allied, ; 
or with which their Maſters are not di- 


rectly at War. And yet how natural 


would it have been to have regulated this 


Ceremonial in ſuch a manner as not to in- 
jure the Prerogatives of thoſe Houſes and 
their Crowns, by agreeing there ſhould be 
only two. Doors to the Hall of the public 

Conferences, namely one for the Miniſter 
of the Court of Verſailles and the Mini- 


2 ſters 


{() 

Ars Gf ber Allies, and the other for the 
Miniſter of the Coutr of Vienna, and the 
Miniſters of that Courts Allies; and ſo to 
exclude abſolutely from the public Confe- 
rences alf thoſe who would not comply 
- with rhis Regulation, and to be reſolute 
upon this Article; which equally intereſts 
the Dignity of Great-Britain, wine that of 
PEYTON one Crowns. 122 


328 'E 3 


e XVIII. 
* 


"HE Affectation of the Dutch Mini 
ſters in uſing only the Door aſſigned 
to the Miniſter of London, has been a Sub- 
ject of great Surprise. There might have 
been Inftances' of this Ceremonial: in King 
Hiltiam's Time, who was King of England 
and Stadtholder of Holland; 510 that not- 
withſtanding his Miniſters repreſented two 
different Powers, yet they repreſented ſtill 
only one Head; but theſe Examples ought not 
to bè made a Precedent. W. ould not the 
preſent Singularity incline People to think, 
that though the Durch are not directly at 
War with any of the Powers of Europe, 
yet they diſpute the Precedency' with them 
all, except that of London: Which would 
be equally injurious to the Imperial, French, 
Hpaniſb, Genoeſe and Sardinian Miniſters, 
"Whole" Treveneney® oyer them. is inconteſt. 
able; 


(9) 
able; whether they pretend to juſtify this 
Singularity, under the Notion of a Mari- 
time Power; Which would be 4 Thing! 
rherto uititieard of; or whether they*ſhtl 
attempt to excuſe it upon any er Title 
whatlocycr, © CHEN & ai 
Since there is a Polkibility 4 therefore: « 
{ettlingtheſe Things upon a- right Footing, 
it Would be very requiſte'to Is it 
leſt Europe ould: ſy{pe et, that the preſemt | 
Imperial Miniſters are not ſo nice upon che 
Point of Honour as their Predecefford,”t 
allowing their on Allies to diſpute an 
inconteſtable Rank with them; and thr 
the Miniſters of Verſuilleg hlave leſs Arten- 
tion to preſerve the Prerogatives of the 
. Crown, than was fhewil under Henyy IV. 
"Lewis Kill. and Lewis NIV. Whoft Mi- 
niſters⸗ maintained theit Prc-erainents* with 
a8 müch Zeal 48 Glory and Succels? 
_ -- This*Remark merits" ſo' much the more 
Attention, àas Cuſtom commonly eftabffhes 
on theſe Occaſions a kind of Preſeription, 
on which each Power las a Right 70 0. 
and actually docs itrſiſt, upon every Oceafion 
that offers, notwithſtan ding all the Reſeryz- 
tions of other Perfons Rights Which may 
be add ed to thoſe Regulations. | 


(39; 
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8 it is s undecoming to let fo, modern 2 
11 and petty a King as the King of Sar: a 
Ainia, diſpute the Point of Pregecency with = 
the firſt Houſes and Crowns of the Uni- 

verſe, at the very time he has ſo good an 
Underſtanding , with them, particularly with 
the Imperial Court; ſo it would be, on the 
other hand, extremely dangerous, to reſtore 
to him the Dutchy of Savoy, and the reſt of 
the Territories he has loſt during the preſent 
War, before he has made a Reſtitution to 
the Crown of France of the Fortreſs of De- 
mont, with its Dependancies, of the Baili- 
Wicks of the Briangonnois, with the other 
Diſtricts, of which this Crown was unhap- 
pily ſtripp d during the Spaniſh War, by the 
Intrigues of the Court of Turin. A Court 
whoſe Power is ſo. much increaſed, within 

ſo ſhort a time, and by Treaties we all 
know, and which has conſiderably encroach · 
ed upon all its Neighbours, not one ex- 
cepted, is now grown very dangerous; and 
tis of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Wel- 
fare and Tranquillity of Italy, to fix his 
Dominions within Limits which he may not . 

find it ſo eaſy a matter to paſs. 

This Precaution is equally neceſſary for 
the Security of the Provinces of the Crown 
. | of 


* © 


tr) 

of France; the Invaſions of Provence dur- 
ing the preſent, and the Spaniſh War, ren- 
dering it abſolutely indiſpenſable. There 
are a great many other Reaſons beſides, 
which ſhould have determined our Mini- 
ſters to have uſed this Precaution in the 
Preliminary Convention, and will undoubt· 
edly determine them to inſiſt upon it in the 
Definitive Treaty. Is it not reaſonable that 


the Minifters of France and Spain ſhould 


make the Court of Turin feel the ſame In- 
flexibility they felt on his ſide, upon at- 


tempting to prevent or break his Alliance 
we their Enemies ? Regs nd 
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HE intire re inſtsting of the Genveſs, 
and the Abolition of the Treaty of 
Morms, ſtipulated in the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles, but without: any proper Indemnity, 
or without allowing them a ftrong Barrier, 
to ſecure them hereafter againſt the like 


- 
: T7 
as b 

* 


Attempts, is indeed a very imperfect Satiſ- 


faction; a Satisfaction much inferior to the 
eſſential Service their Valour and Love of 
Liberty have done to the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, by facilitating the Preſervation of Pro- 
vence, and opening to us again the Gates 
of Italy: In ſhort, to omit procuring for 


"0 W in the Treaty of Peace, all 
the 
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; promiſed them in the par- 


ticalar Tray concluded between them and 


this Houſe, woyd be an Infdelity incon- 
liſtent TWINE Honou and Jullice.. | 
4 4 5 XXI. F 
4. OES nat. the proviſional and tempo 
raty Eſtabliſhment of the Infant Don 


Fp in of Dutchics of Parma, Placen- 
fia, and Gugſtalla, tho" in itſelf ſomewhat 


honourable, fall vaſtiy ſhort of the Rights 


this Infant acquired by the Ceſſion which 
the Kings; his Father and Bręther, and the 
Queen his Mother, have made him of their 


Claims to the Sucteſivns of the Houſes of 


Auſtria, Farneſe, and Medicis ? Yes really - 
it does; and the reaſonable and impartial = 


Public is quite in the right to conſider it 


only as 4 unt . Landler applied by an hoſ- 
tile ox ignorant Hand, and fitter to palliate 


than to heal the deep Sores the preſent War 


bas made in the Hoe of Bourbon, After 
this War has colt the Lives of upwards. of 
ſiye hundred thouſand French, Spaniards, 
(Genoeſt, and Neap 
tions have . fourteen or fifteen 


hundred millions ↄf Livres to ſupport it; what 


is the Purchaſe of ſo much Blood and Trea- 
ſure? Three Imall Dutchies, exhauſted by 


| n Wars, and * Which the Houſe, of - 


Bourbon 


olit ans; after theſe Na- | 


{Ss 
Bourbon i may be diveſted, in 2 Month or 4 
Year; but :nfallibly in a very ſhort Number 
of Years, if there be any truth in the Clauſes 
annexed to this Settlement: Three Dutchies 
that ſtand quite alone; expoſed or all ſides 
to daily Invaſions, and inacceſſible to thoſe 
Armies that might be ſent to their Defence; 
unleſs we had a mind to waſte as much 
Blood and Treaſure to preſerve them, as we 
have laviſhed to acquire. them, Three Dut- 
chies, in fine, which lie very convenient for 
the Court of Vienna, without having any 
Conveniency in the leaſt for thofe of Ver- 
ſailles and Madrid. Is the Blood of French 
and Spaniards then fo cheap? Arc rhe, Con- 
tributions raiſed for the Support of the pre- 
ſent War, or which may hereafter be raiſed 
for the Preſervation of. this chimerical 
Settlement, of ſo little Value, as to be thus 
 Wantonly laviſhed- for trifles? 
And tho the Clauſe of Reverſion of the 
Dutchies of Parma and Placentia, ſtipu- 
lated in favour of the Court of Henna, 
ſeems to give it ſome Appeatance of Soli- 
dity, and the Reverſion of the Dutchy af 
Guaſtalla promiſed to the Houſe of Modena, 
has a Shew- of Indemnity to this Family: 
vet the Eſtabliſhment of Don P hilig, for 
this very Reaſon, is a mere Bawble; * 
 Keering the Price it coſts, the little it is 
E | worth, 


„ . 
Worth, the ſmall. Profit the Infant will re- 
ceive from it, and the ſhort Space of Time 
the Houſe of Bourbon, in all probability, 
. will enjoy it. This Article merits, without 
4 doubt, to be reviſed in the future Negotia- 
24 tions of the Congreſs, ſince the Means of 
regulating it after a manner more agree- 
able, to the Glory and Advantage of the 
intereſted Courts, are extremely eaſy. 


5 9 1 


TT would be loſing ſi ght, not W of the 
- Security of the States and Allies of the 
Houſe of — 5 in Italy, but likewiſe of 
the Balance of Power in that Part of Eu- 
1 | rope, to neglect procuring for this Houle, 
108. | the fame Facility of defending them in- cate 


1 of need, as the Auſtrians have of invading 
'. 1 them whenever their Fancy ſu ggeſts. 7 he 


latter may pour their Troops into 1zaly, 

without any Impediment, by the Dutchy of 

Mantua, and the County of Tyrol, when- 
ever they have a mind to invade ſome new 

"Eſtate, or have. occaſion to preſerve thoſe 
they poſſeſs. The French and Spaniards 
cannot penetrate on their ſide, without ex- 
poſing the Lives of a banded: thouſand 

Men. Prudence therefore, as well as the 
Importance of the Subject, requires it ſhould 
be definitively ſettled in the Congreſs, in ſuch 
oe a 
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a manner that either France, the Infant, or 
Spain, may divide with the Genoeſe, what- 
ever the Houſe of Savoy formerly poſſeſſed, 

or ſtill poſſeſſes on the Coaſt of the Medi- 
 ferranean. Without ſome Regulation of 
this kind, no Security for France, no Se- 
curity for the Genoeſe, none for the reſt of 
Italy. No Equality therefore, no Propor- 
tion between the Advantages of the Aufs 
trians, who are always in Poſſeſſion of one 
of che Keys of Traly, and thoſe of the 
French and Spaniards, who in all proba- 
bility would never have one at their Diſ- 
poſal; becauſe the Genoeſe are fo poorly 
rewarded in the Preliminary Articles, for. 
intruſting thoſe Nations with it, that tis very 
unlikely they would ever truſt them again, 
unleſs they are better der Fang kt in the 
Definitive Treaty. 


XXIII. 


HE Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion of Charles VI. ſtipulated by the 
preliminary Convention, with the Excep- 
tions there expreſlly made, merits more Atten- 
tion than ſome People may imagine, before 
it is erected into a Definitive Law, obliga- 
tory to all Europe. This Guaranty, and 
theſe Exceptions in the ſame Treaty, includo 
moſt obyious Contradictions, and give 
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(3s) 
Riſe to an infinite Number of Ipconve- 
niencies. 


The . Guaranty has been 


already aſſented to by the principal Powers 


of Europe, and either directly or indirectly 


broke by them all. Is it then to be ima- 


gined, that the new - promiſed Guaranty will 
be better obſerved by ſuch Parties as are 
convinced of its being infinitely prejudicial 
to them, or by their Deſcendants, when- 

ever they can find an occaſion to infringe 
it in their Turn, and ta ſome Purpoſe and 
Advantage ? 


By the Treaties of WWarſuw and Fueſ 


ſen, as well as by later Conventions, ſome 


ſmall Indemnities have been promiſed to the 


Houſes of Saxony and Bavaria : How then 


can theſt Promiſes be reconciled with the 


Guaranty expreſſed in the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles? 


The Courts of Berlin and Turin are 
promiſed a Guaranty of rhe diſmembered 
Branches of the Auſtrian Succeſſion, and a 
temporary Satisfaction is given to the Court 
of Madrid. Now can we flatter ourſelves 
that this Diſpenſation of the Execution of 
the Pragmatic Sanction granted to one, 
and the Obligation of conforming to it, 


impoſed on the others, is a proper means 


5 eee if incerely the next Heirs, to 
this 


( 37-) 

this Diviſion, and to the Guaranty which, 
ſome pretend they will be compelled to 
renew; and that their Deſcendants will 
conſider themſelves under any ſort of Ob- 


ligation from a e which their 
Anceſtors made, of ſo amen a Pre- 


ference ? ? 


Do they pretend we ſhall ever regard 
the Titles of thoſe. privileged Courts, as 
more, inconteſtable and ſacred, - than the 
natural Rights of the Deſcendants of the 
Emperor Joſepb, to the proper and un- 
alienable Poſſeſſions of their Anceſtors 2 

At leaſt theſe Exceptions tend to convince, 


the Univerſe, that the Motives of the Glory 
of God, the Good of Nations, the Ad- 
vantage of Religion, and the. Neceſſity 
of preſerving . the Balance of Power in 


Europe, were all a Chimera; that this 
Sanction which they pretended to make all 
Europe reſpect as a ſacred and inviolable 
Law, was imperfect with reſpect to ſome 
Families, in whoſe Favour it is violat- 


ed; and valid in regard to others, ſince 
it is guarantied ane w; that it was allow- 


able therefore for ſome Courts, with 


out a Breach of Equity or Conſcience, to 


make a direct or indirect Attack upon this 
Sanction; though it be not permitted to 
make any future . againſt it, with- 


out 
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out violating both. Vain and contradictory 


Ideas, which only forebode freſh Wars and 
Diſturbances to Germany and Europe] And 
yet it would have been extremely eaſy to 
have avoided this Inconveniency, by ex- 


tinguifhing the natural Rights of thoſe 


Houſes that have been forgot; by indemni- 


fying, which was no hard Matter, the 


Court of Vienna, in another Shape, ſup- 
poſing this Indemnity to be juſt and expe- 
dient; and by leaving the Pragmatic San- 
ction of Charles VI. in the State of Anni- 


hilation, to which the Treaties of Worms, 


Warſaw, Dreſden, and even the Prelimi- 
nary Articles, have already, by their Excep- 
tions, reduced it, in order to ſubſtitute in 
the Definitive Treaty ſome other Regula- 
tion in its ſtead, more proper to perpetuate 
the Tranquillity of Europe. 


XXIV. 


S the Reſtitutions erpreſſed in the 
Preliminary Articles are far from 

R reliſned by particular Nations, ſo 
theſe Nations are as little fatisfied with the 
Determinations relative to the Indemnities 
due to them. In fact, the French and Spa- 
#/ards, for inſtance, muſt have a very odd 
way of thinking, to be pleaſed with Deci- 
kons, which, in recompence of their Vic- 
N torigs, 


K 

tories, and the Treaſure and Blood they 
have expended, of the Ardour with which 
they expoſed themſelves for the Glory of 


their Kings, to new Perils and Triumphs; 
which, 1 ſay, for all this, do not reinſtate 
them in ſtatu quo prins, but leave them, 


on the contrary, infinitely weakened b 
the Loſs of upwards of four hundred thou- 
ſand Men, by the Uſeleſs exhauſting. of 


their Finances, and by the almoſt total Ruin 


of their Navy and Commerce. 
Melancholy and very hard, indeed, would 

be their Lot, contemptible ever after their 

Alliance and Protection, if they could not 


take up Arms any more, not even in their 


oven Defence, or that of their Allies, but 


means, if they were vanquiſhed, or of ex- 
hauſting themſelves in vain, in. Caſe they 
were victorious ; without ever daring to 
hope. for the leaſt, Recompence for their 
Labours, the leaft Indemnity for exhauſting 
themſelves, or the leaſt Satisfaction for their 
Loſſes. And yet this is the ſtrange, abſurd 
and unjuſt Syſtem, which ſeems to ſerve as 
a Baſis to the Preliminary Articles; unleſs 
the French Miniſters have ſome infallible 


in the Definitive N to the Glory of 
„ 


at the Danger of infallibly loſing their De- 


means in petto, of reconciling them better 


— m 


Cs - 
their Maſter; and the Welfare of the 110 
Os. 


XXV. 


T will not be amiſs to obſerve, that this 
1 Syſtem is exactly the ſame as that which 
the Author of the Hiſtorical Mercury, of 
the Epilogueur, and of ſo many other 
wretched Papers, the Aim of which is to 

render even the moſt innocent Steps-of the 

Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon ſuſpected 
and odious to all Europe, has ede ted 
to cſtabliſh, in a Pamphlet publiſhed in 
1747.1 and intitled, Advice to the Nego- 
tiators of the Peace. There he produces 
ſeyeral ancient Plans of dividing the Low 
Countries, and an old Memorial attributed 
to a Miniſter of the Court of London, 
whereby he intends to prove, that Europe 
ſhould never ſuffer the Houſe of Bourbon 
to ſettle in Italy, or to retain ah bo its 
Conqueſts in the  Nerherlands. the 
temporary and proviſional Etabliſmentprs- 
miſed to the Infant Don Philip, Part of 
this Plan would be litterally enough exe- 
cuted with reſpect to Italy; and by : a gene- 
ral Reſtitution of our Conqueſts, the other 
Part would be performed to the full Rigour 
in regard to the Lou Countries. How 
glorious, how ſweet a Conſolation would 
tis 


this be to nag to have had ſo great an 


Influence, by his PICS? on the 9 | 
nary Articles? 


3 


XXVI. 


Kr HE inen ion and Eſtablichment | 
of this Syſtem would be as fatal to 

Europe, as diſhonourable to the Houſe of 

Bourbon and its Crowns. The moſt cruel 

Outrages might be henceforward committed 

againſt this Houſe, its People and Allies; 

the moſt unjuſt Wars might be declared a- 
gainſt them; they might be ſtript of their 
moſt ſacred Rights; Attempts might be 
made to reduce the Bounds of France as 
far back as the Somme, the Seine, or even 
as the Loire; and if the invaſions of Al- 
face had ſucceeded, it might have been law- 
ful to have Winde from: this Crown, the 
Provinces of Alſace, Lorrain, Part of the 
Dutchy of Luxemburg, with: the Cities of 
Antibes, Toulon and Marſeilles. But ſince 
the Breath of the God of Armies has blaſted 
ſuch unjuſt Confederacies and Attempts; 
ſince Providence has ſned its moſt precious 
Bleſſings on our Arms, in favour of us and 
our Allies' ſince it has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to crown our Efforts, and to defeat 


| thoſe of our Enemies, ſhall we ſurrender | 
F ng every 


(49) 
their Maſter; and the Welfar re of the Ms. 
meter 


XXV. 


T will not be amiſs to obſetye, that this 
Syſtem is exactly the ſame as that which 

the Author of the Hiſtorical Mercury, of 
the Epilogueur, and of ſo many other 
wretched Papers, the Aim of which is to 
render even the moſt innocent Steps of the 
Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon ſuſpected 
and odious to all Europe, has l ae 
to eſtabliſn, in a Pamphlet publiſhed in 
1747, and intitled, Advice to the Negos- 
Tiators of the Peace. There he produces 
ſeveral ancient Plans of dividing the Low 
Countries, and an old Memorial attributed 
to 4 Miniſter of the Court of London, 
whereby he intends to prove, that Europe 
ſhould never ſuffer the Houſe of Bourbon 
to ſettle in Italy, or to retain any of its 
Conqueſts in the Netherlands. By the 
temporary and proviſional Eſtabliſhment pro- 
miſed to the Infant Don Philip, Part of 
this Plan would be litterally enough exe- 
cuted with reſpect to Italy; and by : a gene- 
ral Reſtitution of our Conqueſts, the other 
Part would be performed to the full Rigour 
in regard to the Low Countries. How 
glorious, how ſweet a Conſolation would 
this 
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this be to Rouſſet, to have had ſo great an 
Influence, by his Advice, on the Prelimi- 
nary Articles ? 


XXVI. 


HE Introduction and Eſtabliſhment 

of this Syſtem would be as fatal ro 
Europe, as diſhonourable to the Houle of 
Bourbon and its Crowns. The moſt cruel 
Outrages might be henceforward committed 
againſt this Houſe, its People and Allies ; 
the moſt unjuſt Wars might be declared a- 
gainſt them; they might be ſtript of their 


moſt ſacred Rights; "Attempts might be 


made to reduce "the Bound: of France as 


far back as the Somme, the Serne, or even 


as the Loire; and if the Invaſions of Al- 


ſace had ſucceeded, it might have been law- 
ful to have wreſted from this Crown, the 


Provinces of Alſace, Lorrain, Part of the 
Dutchy of Luxemburg, with the Cities of 


Antibes, Toulon and Marſeilles. But ſince 
the Breath of the God of Armies has blaſted 


ſuch unjuſt Confederacies and Attempts ; 


ſince Providence has ſhed its moſt precious 


Bleſſings on our Arms, in favour of us and 
our Allies; ſince it has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to crown our Efforts, and to defeat 
thoſe of our Enemies, ſhall we ſarrender 
F every 


( 42 ) 
every thing to Courts, who, were they in 
our Place, would reſtore us nothing? 

No Indemnity therefore for us, none for 
our Allies? Have we triumphed for them 
and ourſelves in vain? Are we forbid to 
repoſſeſs, by our juſt Arms, Part of thoſe 
Rights and Demeans, of which we have 
been ſtript unjuſtly ? Are the Kings of 
France and Spain to be debarred from 
making a proper Uſe of their Advantages, 
by revenging themſelves of their Enemies, 
whom God has given up into their Hands, or 
at leaſt by reducing their Power? Can any 
thing be more ſhocking? Would it not be, 
once more I fay it, tempting Providence, 
abuſing God's Benefits, and rendering our- 
ſelves unworthy of them hercafter, to ſplit 
voluntarily and deliberately againſt ſo viſible 
a Rock, upon which the Nation, ſooner 
or later, muſt inevitably periſh ? For never 
ſhould we find another Ally to eſpouſe our 
Quarrel; ſo that we cannot abandon the 
Intereſt of our Allies, without hurrying to 
our own Deſtruction. 


XXVII. 


HE Empreſz· Queen, the Crowns of 
France and Spain, and the Republic 
of enn are, in the main, the only 


Powers 
6 


(43 ) 
Powers ſacrificed in the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles. 

1. The King of Pruſſi 4 is recompenſed, 
though there was no manner of occaſion to 
mention his Intereſts, ſince he had nothing 


to do with the War that was to be ex- 


tinguiſhed, or ſtopt by the ſigning of theſe 
Articles. 3 1 

2. The Indemnity of the Court of Tu- 
rin is reſerved, notwithſtanding the Aboli- 
tion of the Treaty of Worms. 

3. The Genoeſe are left without Indem- 
nity or Security, notwithſtanding the Faith 
of Treaties concluded with that Republic. iy 

4. England, indeed, makes a great Sa- 
crifice; but ſhe is recompenſed for it, by 
an equivalent, or almoſt equivalent Reſti- 
tution. This Crown ſuſpends the prodi- 
gious Succeſs of its Naval Expeditions; but 
at the ſame time, it ſtops as prodigious a 
Progreſs of the French Armies in the Ne- 
therlands. It reprieves ungrateful Pro- 
vinces from the Puniſhment they deſerved; 
Provinces which, by the Loſs of Maſtricht, 
would have been ſoon obliged to drown 
themſelves, to avoid the Vengeance of a 
Crown, to which they owe their Crcation, 
Preſervation, all that they are and have 
been, and whoſe Favours were never re- 
paid, not even at the very Time they were 
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e but by Diſſervices, Hollilitics of 
all Kinds, and by an Antipathy in which 


even from their tender Infancy. England 


rences with Spain, to the future Diſcuſſions 
of the Congreſs. The Treaty of London 


her paſt Obſtinacy in continuing the War, 
and from the preſent Conjunctures. 


ed by the Preliminary Convention to bear 


i 
i} 
: 
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they take care to bring up their Inhabitants, - 


recovers alſo for the Court of Vienna, by 
the Preliminary Articles, a Country which 
that Crown conſiders as a Barrier for the 
Maritime Powers; and if we can give Cre- 
dit to fome ſecret Articles that' have got 
wind, it procures for the Dutch a more 
convenient Barrier than what they loſt. It 
contrives a Method of referring its Diffe- 


in 1718. is renewed, and the Houſe of 
Stuart expreſly abandoned. Conſequently _ 
the Crown of England makes, in every _ 
reſpect, the moſt honourable and advanta- 
geous Peace ſhe could poſſibly expect, from 


But tis quite otherwiſe in reſpect to the 
Empreſs Queen, and the Houſe of Bour- 
bon. They and their Allies are condemn- 


the whole Weight of the War. 
1. The Houle of Bourbon renounces vo- 
luntarily, as well in ITtahy, as the low 
Countries, a Superiority which promiſed a 
ſpeedy Conqueſt of Cavi, Final, and Sa- 
- _ wvona 


I} 


vona to the Genoeſe. The Abolition there- 
fore of the Treaty of Worms ought not to 
be conſidered as an Advantage to them, 
ſince this Treaty might have been ſoon 
aboliſhed by Force of Arms. To the 
Dutch, on the other hand, this Superio- 
rity forebode a further diſmembring of their 


' - Preſerve. Theſe People had every thing to 


_ apprehend, and nothing to hope from the 


I Continuation of the War; while the Ge- 


_  noeſe have nothing to fear, but every thing 
to hope, if they are timely and effectually 
ſupported. In this reſpect, the Condition 
of the Allies of the Houſe of Bourbon is 
a great deal worſe than that of her Ene- ; 
mies. | 
-.,. 2 the Preliminary Ariidta the . 
time Powers recover all they have loſt by 
the preſent War, vs. their own Territory 
and their Barrier; while the Houſe of Bour- 
bon recovers neither the Barrier nor Terri- 
tory they loſt by the Spaniſb War. The 
whole Glory therefore and Profit of the 
Preliminary Convention are in favour of 
the Maritime Powers; while Shame and 
Loſs are reſerved for the Empreſs Queen, 
and the Houſe of Bourbon. 
. By the ſame Articles, a Guaranty is 
ſtipulated i in prejudice to the Empreſs Queen, 


of 


' Provinces, which the Preliminary Articles 


| (46) 
of that part of the Treaty of Worms which 
to her is | injurious, of the Treaties of 
Breſlau and Dreſden, and the Reſtitution 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands in their pre- 


ſent Situation. But as the Fortreſſes de- 


moliſhed by the French are all in that part 
of the Low Countries which is to be re- 
ſtored to the Empreſs Queen; and on the 
other hand the Fortreſſes preſerved, and 
even meliorated, are all contained in that 
part which is to be reſtored to the Dutch, 
is it not evident that the Intereſts of the 
Empreſs Queen are infinitely more neg- 
lected in this Reſtitution, than thoſe of that 

Republic: 
Zeſides, the Provinces Sehne to i 
Empreſs Queen have been five Years the 
Theatre of War, whereas that part whoſe 
Reſtitution is promiſed to the Dutch, has 

been the Seat of War only one Year. 

Conſequently the former is four times more 
exhauſted than the latter; a new Circum- 

ſtance, which produces a very conſiderable 
Diſparity between the re-inſtating of the 
Queen, and that of the Dutch. Plain there- 
fore it is, that by the Omiſſion of Indemnities 
due to the Crown of France, and the Em- 
preſs Queen, the whole Weight of the War 


muſt fall upon theſe two Powers, and the 
es © of France. 


Intereſts 
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Intereſts in * ſo oppoſite might 
be reconciled. 


1. By ſecuring, „as we dave already hint- 


ed, to the Crowns of France and Spain, 


the Poſſeſſion and Reſtitution of ſuch Places 
as they poſſeſſed before the War, terminat- 
ed by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

2. By indemnifying the Empreſs Queen, 
by . reuniting to Auſtrian Flanders, or to 


Auſtrian Brabant, all their diſmembered 


Branches, or at leaſt the Forts and Toll- 


Houſes Which obſtruct the free Navigation 
of the Scheld. 


This is the only way to indemnify that 


Princeſs in the Netherlands, and to ren- 
der the Reſtitution mentioned in the Pre- 
liminary Articles of ſome Utility to her. 
Beſides, without this Advantage, the Reſti- 


tution of thoſe Provinces would be only 


a Burthen to her, becauſe ſhe would be 


obliged to exhauſt her other hereditary 
Bohimlons to maintain them. This 15 
what Charles VI. declared in expreſs Terms, 


at a time when this Country was very fir 
from being in ſo wretched a Situation as 
— preſent. The Court of Vienna has no 
other Refource left to retrieve the Com- 

merce of thoſe Countries, whoſe Reftitu- 

tion ſhe has been promiſed, than to free 


the | 
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the Scheld from thoſe Forts, Toll- Houſes, 
and foreign Duties. This Freedom is there- 


fore an Object which the Imperial Mini- 


ſters cannot but inſiſt upon in the Defini- 
tive Treaty, without depriving their Miſ- 
treſs of the Fruits ſhe has a right to expect 
from the Reſtitution ſtipulated i in the Pre- 


liminary Articles. 


Even the Engliſt themſelves would find 


7 a conſiderable Advantage in this Regula- 


tion, becauſe they might ſend directly to 


Antwerp, the Commodities they export 


to Germany, which would conſiderably di- 
miniſh the Expences of the Freight, and 
the Price of the Merchandize, and infalli- 
bly procure a greater Conſumption of them 
in Germany. I am not ignorant that two 
or three Dutch Towns would be infinite- 
ly diſſatisfied with this Determination; but 


convinced I am, that no Law can ſubject 


the Kings of France and England, and the 
Em Empreſs Queen, to the odious Obligation 
f ſacrificing the moſt eſſential Intereſts of 
their People and Crowns, for fear of diſ- 
obliging a few Dutch Merchants. Xp 
Notwithſtanding theſe convincing Rea- 


ſons, the Dutch, (if we may believe ſome 


private Reports) are ſure of recovering a a 
new and morc advantageous Barrier than 
ä 
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the old one, by the Acquiſition of Antwerp 
and Dendermond. Should this prove. true, 
the Empreſs Queen would do 0 n itely bet- 
ter to renounce, once for all, the Low 
Countries; and France Which formerly 
might have had good Reaſons to propoſe it, 
has much better at preſent to prefer the In- 
tereſts of the Empreſs Queen to thoſe of 
the Dutch. But a more particular Exa- 


mination of this * Would carry us 199 


BE... 
XXVIII. 


Px Apoliain: of the e Pre- 


liminary Articles, influenced without 
doubt 5 by their own private Intercſt, 
than by a real Love of the Glory of 4hcir 
Maſters, - and of the public Good, have re- 


founding a legitimate Excyſe, _ 

They tell us, that France never made a 
more glorious Peace, becauſe it is a gene- 
rous one; a Peace in which ſhe ſacrifices 
her own Intereſt, reſerving to herſelf the 
Honour only of re- inſtating her Allies. 
But the impartial Public will reply, that 
France never concluded à more ignomi⸗- 


pretended Preliminary Articles, except thoſe 


theſe Treaties were excuſable 3 in ſome mea- 
OO ; « ſure, 


courſe to Palliatives that are very far from 


nious Treaty, than that contained in the 


of Bretiguy and Madrid. Beſides, both 
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ſure, by reaſon of the indiſpenſable N eceſ. 
ſity the Nation was reduced to, of putting 
an end to the Captivity of two of their 
illuſtrious Monarchs: Whereas the gratui- 
tous Ceſſion of all the ancient Demeans 
of the Crown, recovered now by our Arms, 
would be ſo much the more diſhonourable; 
as it is purely voluntary; and conſequently 
it would be a free Sacrifice of the OY, 
Property, and Conqueſts of the N. ation, 
Sacrifice which no Motive can engage us 10 1 
make, ud ens 23: 
With reſpect to the Allies of Flanke, 
they are as little ſatisfied with the Prelimi- 
naries, as the French themſelves. £ 
| Theſe Apologiſts pretend it is impoſlible 
for France to make a more advantageous 
Peace, becauſe ſhe attains thereby the End 
ſhe propoſed; which was to reduce the 
Houſe of Auſtria. 
But that this was the real Motive of the 
War, the impartial Public will not allow. 

To aſcribe it to a deſire of reducing this 
Houſe, would be attributing it to Motives 
of Jealouſy and Ambition; Motiyes, to 

which his Majeſty is utterly a Stranger. Be- 
ſides, ſo far is this from being true, tis 
"manifeſt the King did not determine to 
execute the Treats which united him to 
the Houſe of Bavaria, till he had in vain 

exerted 


(32) 
exerted all his Intereſt at the Court of 
Vienna, in endeavouring to obtain ſome 

ſmall Satisfaction for the Electoral Family. 

Had that Court been perſuaded to comply 
with the Advice and preſſing Sollicitations 
of his Majeſty; would it have been ſo much 
reduced as we now ſee it, and as it muſt 
be hercafter by the literal Execution of the 
Preliminaries, and of the pretended ſecret 
Article, of which we have above made 
mention? | 

The fame Apologiſts add, that 5 ies 

cannot give a greater Proof of Greatneſs of | 
Soul, of Diſintereſtedneſs and Moderation, 
than by reftoring to his Enemies their con- 
quered Provinces; that his Majeſty has often 
declared, he did not take up Arms to ag- 
grandize himſelf, but to force his Enemies 
to a Peace; and that he ought therefore to 
fulfil his Deelarations. 
The . impartial Public replies, Ny the 
King' s Glory and Reputation in this reſpect 
are too well eſtabliſned, to be in the leaſt 
affected by a Reſervatiori of a weak Part 
of his Conqueſts. The whole Univerſe 
knows, 3 the Allurement of Conqueſts, 
how flattering ſoever to great Souls, and 
eſpecially to potent Monarchs, never in- 
fluenced his Conduct; that the abundant 
Harveſt of Laurels with which his Royal 
G 2 Front 
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Front 3 is adorned, flung itſelf in his way, 
unſought by his Majeſty ; and that he has 
been forced, as it were, to conquer. He 
is too fond of his People, to ſacrifice their 
"Ive to the barbarous Pleaſure of adding 
a few Towns to his Dominions. He is 
fenſible he cannot loſe any of his Subjects. 
without lofing, at the ſame time, a Heart, in 
which his Virtues make him reign With as 
abſolute a Command, as that which his Birth 
and the Laws give him over their Perſons. 
Should a Courtier preſume'to adviſe him to 
make an idle Sport of a ſingle Man's Life, he 
would hardly go unpuniſhed; and how then 
could his Majeſty liſten to the Counſels of 
'thofe who would perſuade him to render 
the Loſs of about four hundred thouſand 
Lives an uſeleſs Sacrifice? He has undoubt- 
edly too delicate a Conſcience to expoſe 
himſelf to the continual Remorſe that 

mut ariſe from ſo criminal an Action. 
Beſides, his Majefty knows, tis the fitſt 
Duty of Kings to provide for the Security 
of their Subjects; 3 that the Protection they 
owe them, extends as well to the Repara- 
tion as Prevention of thoſe Damages and 
Inſults, to which they may be expoſed; 
and that a Treaty of Peace redounds to 
their Glory, only as it is reconcileable to 
theſe Duties. And no doubt, but, upon 
this 
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this Principle, his Miniſters muſt regulate 
the Definitive Treaty, be the Preliminaries 
what they will ; if they are deſirous of con- 


tinuing to merit his u On | 


XXIX. 


H E Deckerations the King fo Sten 
made, of taking up Arms, only to 


el his Enemies to lay down theirs; of 
entering their Country, in order only to 
keep it as a VDepoſi tum, and with an Intent 
of reſtoring it to them after the Peace; ſup- 


poſed all along that his Enemies would not 
abuſe, but comply with thoſe Declarations, 
and contribute, on their part, to render his 
pacific Meaſures effectual. But fince tis e- 
vident that thoſe Meaſures, thoſe Promiſes 


and Declarations, were unable to ſurmount 
the Obſtinacy of his Enemies, and only en- 
couraged them to continue the War, and 


multiply its Expence; the King is undoubt- 
edly diſengaged from any Obligation ariſing 
from thole "Declarations, by the Abufe 
made of them, and has a Right to indem- 

nify his People, for the Damage and Ex- 


bes them, - 


pence which his Enemies right have cally 
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(54) 
v E ſhould he glad to * of theſe 


Apologiſts of the pretended Pre- 
liminary Articles, whether they ate well 


aſured that a Sacrifice of all our Conqueſts 
would produce their deſired Effect? Or 
whether ſome People might not aſcribe it 
to ſecret Springs, to criminal Intrigues, 


to an Apprehenfion that the new Laurels 


which, Victory prepared for the Marſhals 
Saxe, Bellifle. and Lowendal al\ would 
raiſe their Credit to too high a Pitch; 


in fine, to the Ignorance, Corruption, and 


Venality of thoſe who adviſed it? Whether 
among the Motiyes that could determine 
our Miniſters, to conclude a Treaty, ſo bur- 
denſome, and of courſe ſo diſhonourable 
to the Nation, we are to reckon as nothing 
the March of the Ruſſian Troops, the 555 
Loſſes of our Navy, the exaggerated Impo- 


veriſhment of the People, the Incapacity of 
carrying on the War any longer, and a 


thouſand other Motives, which would ſoon 
efface the Idea of Diſintereſtedneſs and Mo- 
deration? Had France even loſt a great 
Number of Battles, had ſhe undertaken 5 
War as unjuſt as in its Principle it is cer- 
tainly jut, had Alliances been formed a- 
gainſt her that are not thought of; could 

her 
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her Enemies even then preſcribe to this | 


Crown ſuch a Peace as this; a Peace 
infinitely more cruel than War, which 


could hardly ſtrip it, in a long time, of all 


thoſe Conqueſts, whoſe Reſtitution is de- 
termined by thoſe Preliminary Articles? 


Therefore we ſuppoſe them falſe; and 


Heaven grant they may prove ſo in every 
Point that raiſes our Alarms! 


Sure 1 am, at leaſt, that the impartial 


Public does not view thee in that favour- 
able Light, in which thoſe Apologiſts en- 


deavour to make us conſider them; and 


there is ſufficient Reaſon to apprehend that 


Poſterity will be induced to paſs the ſame 


Judgment as the Public. This Apprehen- 
ſion alarms us ſo much the more, as the 
depending Treaty being 


Glory of the preſent Reigh, as well as the 
real Intereſt of the French Monarchy. 


Let no one imagine any perſonal Intereſt 
has had a Share in theſe Reflections, which 
might furniſh Matter for as many Memo- 
rials as here are Articles. They are Senti- 


ments, that entirely flow from a pure Zeal 
for the JO Good, and the national Ho- 
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the moſt intereſt- 
ing Epoch of the Age, it muſt decide the 
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